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The Other Man’s
Boat
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N 1883 two 24 tr. clinker built cutters were
I taunched from Heyward's boat yard at the little
fishing town of Southend. The Londen, Til-
bury and Southend Railway had only recently begun
to deposit holiday-makers at the station, and the two
boats, built for racing off the Southend foreshore,
had few other pleasure craft to compete with them.
They were both open boats, with transom sterns,
straight stems, long bowsprits, lead keels and centre-
plates, and—so fussy were their owners—silk sails.
Like gentlemen’s little pleasure yachts they were,
When Jennie was but a year or two old, Mr.
Shuttlewood bought her, took her reund by Foulness
Island to Paglesham, on the Roach river, and set to
work on her. The centreplate came out, the keel
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was deepened. a deck. 7 in. bulwarks and a cabin-
top were built on and a counter added. She was
now about 28 it. overall, 7 fr. 6 in. beam and 3 it.
& in. draught, a cruising 3-tonner, one of the very
few pleasure boats in the Roach o1 the 'S0's,

For nearly halt a century the little clinker buile
cutter remained in the Shuttiewood tanuly, a familiar
sight in the rivers of Essex and Suffolk. From her
moorings off the hard at Paglesham she watched the
Shuttlewood family, first grandfer, then son and
finally bov Frank, build smacks and a barge or two
in that big black shed of theirs. There was the
“spritty” barge Ethel Ada, 140 tons, then the big-
vest of the smacks, Our Boys, a fine hefty cutter,
42 vr. by 12 fr beam.  And quite a few small yachts
ind small barges, too, such as the prerty
tittle Waterlily 10 tons. Joan 11 tons,
Secret 6 tons, Bird ot Dawning Y rons,
and Guracilda 11 tons, and the barge
vachts Doreen 24 ft.. and Dione and
Nancy Grev, bath 30-tooters.

Some time zbout 1933 the old Jennie
was bought by a syndicate ot four voung
fellows, who sailed her up and down the
Essex and Suffolk coast. Then in the
War one of the four was killed mine-
aweeping in Tobruk, and  another
dropped our. When the remaining two
partners returned home trom the War
they found poor oid Jennie's bones were
in 4 bad way. After all, the old dear
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the Boer, the Fivst World and the Second—and
that was enough to miake any old boar soft in places.
But she was not done. and the partners called on
Fravk to take Jennie's oak heart and build a better

IENNIE THE NI 2 A CHUNKY TITTLE BOAT
and stropger boat o: her.  Patently Frank ser to
work to take his grandfer’s old love apurt. Genely
the skvlight, hatches, coachroof, deck beams. coam-
ings, were taken off, floorboards, bulkheads, seats
were lifted out, and the lead keel laid in the shed.
Soon a fresh stem. keel and sternpost were set up
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in gleaming white Engiish oak. new steamed oak
frames followed with strong oak Hoors. and
gradually rhe robust curves of the New fennie took
shape in the half-light of the old shed. Gone was
the old lady's counter, a robust transom
stood up n its place; clean, smooth plank-
ing took the place of the ancient lap-
strakes: but the same skylight, the original
hatches, the stour mast and spars, and
even the familiar time-worn tiller were put
back as they had been in Jennie’s sprightly
dav.,

Timber was s0 scarce that evervthing
thir was sound and undamaged in the
originzl hull was worked mto the new.
while entirelv new parts had to be made of
whatever wond could be faund. In spite
of this nuximg of timber in such things as
bulkhead daors, transom: berths, Hoorbourds
and locker tronts. the interiar o1 the ald-
new  cutter looks clean and sensible and
spacions. There is a fixed berth in the
fouv'sle, two settee berths with canvas
trames in the cabin, and at the after end a
sensible cooking locker with an open locker
tor nilskins opposite. The little engine,
overhauled and rejuvenated alse. was put
buck on to new oak beds.

With all new steamed oak frames, 1] in.
by 1 in., spaced every 7 in., and clean new
spruce carsel planking, her hull 12 just that
litrle wider to give the power and stabiliry
the old boat oiten necded. She i now
24 10. 8 in., 8 1e. 3 in. beam, and draws 4 ft. o1
water and measures about 3% tons T.ML

Jennie, at the age of 63, has had a great rejuvena-
tion, and there is no reason why, with loving care,
she should nor live to be 2 hundred or more and
ane of the oldest ladics of the Essex crecks.
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