In 1838 two Franco-Spanish merchants sent William Myers, a successful Liverpool trader with farming interests,
samples of guano from Peru. The results from these samples persuaded Myers to invest in the guano trade and
William Joseph Myers Son & Co. were major participants in the guano trade from thereon.

Below from “Annals of Liverpool”
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OTICE, —GUANO. =1t havingr come to the
Knowledga of the Undersigned that, on varions
Deossions, this Artiole has been offered for sale under
the Nome of, and purparting to be, sither Peruvian or
Bolivian, without any Title to beso ealla !, they desm
it neecezary, as woll for the Protection of the British
Pablie, as in Dafence of the Interests of the Gevern-
mants they respectively represent, (o give Notice, that
no Peruvian or Bolivian Guano can be imported, or
authentioated as such, by any other than the only
Agenta in this Country apnaeinted for ita =ala, vie:—
Messrs ANTHONY GIBHS & SONS, London.
Mepgrs WILLIAM JOSEPH MYERS & Co., Liver-

pool,
HENRY KENDAL, ANTONIO ACOSTA,

Lonaul for Perue, Consul General de Bolivia,
London, Dees. 28 [RLA,

They also traded in other goods and owned a substantial fleet of ships to support this. Despite the company’s
significance then, there is very little information available today.

A William Joseph Myers is shown in an 1832 Poll List to be living in Aigburth, a riverside area of Liverpool, other
residents of this area who have links to the Myers are J. Bruce Ismay (Imrie Ismay & Co/White Star Line) and the
architect Alfred Waterhouse. At the time of WJ’s death he was living in Lezayre House, Seaforth.

William Joseph’s son appears to have been Charles Myers. The following notice from the Legal Gazette:

NOTICE is hercby given, that the Partnership
* LN Theretofore rubsisiing between us the undersigned,
William Joseph Myers, iloratio Bland, William Lyon, and
Charles Myers, carrying on business at Liverpool, in the
eounty of Lancaster, us Merchanis and Commission Agents,
under the firm of William Joseph Myers, Son, and Cou:}-
pany, is this day dissolved by mutual consent.—Dated this
31st day of December 1851, . ,
#'m. Jos. Myers.
Horatio Bland,
by his Attorney, Wm. Jos. Myers.

Win., Lyon.
Charles Myers.

However this was not the end of the Myers business
Strakers® annual mercantile, ship & insurance register 1862-1863
MYERS. W. J, Son and Co, 35 Exchange Alley North, Liverpool
MYERS. W. J, Lancaster buildings, Liverpool
Green & Co."s directory for Liverpool and Birkenhead 1870
MYERS. W. J, Son and Co, merchants and shipowners, 19 James Street

Quite often in references, Myers’ ships are referred to as belonging to Charles Myers; these references come from
the 1860s on and Wm. Joseph might well have retired, he died in 1871, leaving Charles as company head. Charles
himself died in 1879, but WJ Myers continued at least until 1896. Charles was a director of Ismay Imrie & Co
(White Star Line) & that company is shown as managing some of Myers’ ships after Charles death, moreover many
of the later ships were built by Harland and Wolf, which was itself closely linked to White Star. There was
probably quite a close relationship between all these companies with directors in common, etc.




Charles was living in Camp Hill estate, Liverpool in 1862, but in 1875 started building Swanmore Park House near

Southampton to the design of Alfred Waterhouse.

Initial information about Myers ships mainly comes from one source, the family of one of their Captains, Benjamin
Williams and is therefore not comprehensive. Benjamin Williams career:

Place of Year of | CC or Cs

Surname |[Forename 5 X Died/Pens. | Reg.Ticket Capacities

Birth Birth No.

WILLIAMS | Benjamin | Fishguard 1839 28970 02/03/84

2m/27664/Andes/1863-4, Caldera, [quique. 2m/51405/Sword Fish/1865, Valparaiso.
2m&1m/29972/Cormorant/1866-9, San Francisco. m/63168/Cape Clear/1869-74, San Francisco, Sydney.
C/54995/Cordillera/1874-5, San Francisco. C/29972/Cormorant/1875-80, NP, Aust. C/74490/Pizarro/1881-4, Aust.
\Vessel not heard of since 2 March 1884, supposed drowned. [Late of Goodwick, PEM , died 4 March 1884 at sea.
Admon 6 Sept 1884 to Mary Williams, widow, the relict, £693, (NPC)].

County of
Birth Kew Ref.
2" mate 63 1°* mate 64

Officer Commanding 69 i 122/37838

Myers ships he served on (from Registry of Shipping and Seamen, Public Records Office)

Swordfish

Register No. 51405

First registered 6 January 1865
Regd. Tonnage 725.15

Built at Liverpool

Original owners: Chas. Myers of Liverpool & James Dugdale of Burnley
Total loss — stranded in Juan de Fuca straits 6 November 1877, Captain J. Shandley and all hands

saved. For afull description see

http://metchosinmuseum.org/Contentpages/Coastal%20History/shipwrecks.htm

Cape Clear

Register No. 83168

Regd. Tonnage 852.69

Built at Seacombe, Cheshire 1869
Owners: Chas. Myers of Liverpool

Sold to French subjects 6 November 1889

Cordillera

Register No. 54995

First registered 27 July 1866

Regd. Tonnage 766.11

Built at Seacombe, Cheshire

Original owners: Chas. Myers of Liverpool
Lost off Valparaiso 8 November 1897

Cormorant

Register No. 29972

First registered 16 November 1865

Regd. Tonnage 1021.31

Built at Liverpool

Owners: Included Chas. Myers of Liverpool
Sold to Norwegian subjects 1893 at
Hamburg
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Crew of Cormorant - Benjamin Williams centre




A painting of Cormorant, which used to hang in his home in
Goodwick, Pembs. Present ownership unknown.

Cormorant during Benjamin
Williams captaincy 1875-80,
location unknown.

Register No. 74490
Regd. Tonnage
1357.52

Built Harland &
Wolff, Belfast 1876
Owners: Chas Myers
Liverpool

Pizarro

A

'ARRIVAL OF THE PIZARRO

Alter adetention at Otago Heads of three days, the
ship Pizarro was towed into port through the north
channel on the forenoon of August 7th, and although
shie crossed at high water, she was unlucky enbugh
to touch the bar while coming in. The ship made an
excellent passage of 85 days frem London to Otagc
Heady, and it has been a source of great anxiety (con-
gidering theweather for the last three days)to Cajitain
Willinms that his ship should have been kept outside
the port for the time she has. The Pizarro is a very
handsome iron ehip, of 1357 tons rexister, and is a sister
to the Fiji, a vessel well known hers; and also to the
barque Yan Diemen,another known visitant, the Shree
vessels being_ owned by Mr Charles Myors, of
Liverpool. To say that tho Pizarro is a very
handsome vessel i3 only paying her a bare
compliment.  Her lines sre inost perfect; she
posseses a clipper entrance and & clean run
aft, i9 well sparred, and is altogether as
fioo o vessel ns her sister, the Fiji. Ehe comes into

rt in perfect orde-, and reflects very great credit on
g:r gonial commander (Captain Williams), to whom
we are indebted for the information supplied. The
Pizarro was built in the year 1875 by Messrs Harland
amnd Woll, of Belfast, I-eland, for Mr Myes. Iler
dimensions a°o:- Longth, 2331t; breadth of beam,
8061t 3in ; depth of hold, 22(t 8in. She is classed 100
Al at Lloyd's. Hitherto she has traded between
England, Melbourne, Sydney, and San Francisco, and
has been noted for liw passages she bas made.  Not
being intended for the p ger trado, the Pizarro's
cabin ig nok a large one, although it is very neatly fitted
up,and poesessos every convenience fora few people. She
brings o very large cargo, no less than 3020 tons inall;
of this 1000 tons is measurement, and the other 2000
tons dead-weight. The following is the report of her
pas-nge out:- She left London on May Sth, and
experienced fine weather with light N.E. winds
down the Channel; discharged her pilot off
Portland, and toek her departure on the 10th
May. The wind after leaving was steady [from
the north, tuking her into the north-east trades,
which curried her to latitude 8 N. on May 27th ; thenee

she cxperienced doldrum weather vntil June 1st,

however, she clearcd without tacking. She lost the
trades :n latitude 25 8. on June 14th, and thenco ex-
Poricncnd 5.W. winds for ahout & week, whon they
backed to S.E, and she sighted tho fsland of
Tristan d'Acunha on June 23rd, crossing the meridian
of Greenwich three days afterwards in Jatitude 33 8. H
bero vho took the passage wind<, and rounded the
Capw of Good Hope on June 20th, in latitude 38 8. ;
off tho pitch of the C.Fo she enesuntered strony gales
from N,W. to W.S.W,, with heavy scas and bad
weathor, and in latitudo 42 8., longitude 60 E., on
July Dth ghe met o very viclent gale from the south-
ward ; she hendreached through it for 48 hours, and
lost her fore and mizen lower topsails ; aftor the Elo
moderatod the wind backed to W.N.W., and in fat

tule 44 8., lonfltude 86 E., on July 14th at 8 p.m.,
while, reofing the maintopsail, Charles Sk 1t, one
of the apprentices, fell from the malntopsall-yard to
the deck.  Luckily for him he only sustained a sovere
sprain of the wrist and one hand, and is now able to

o his duty. Still experlencing strong westorly winds|

acroes the Southern Ocean, she erossed the meridian
of Cape Leuwin on July Zlst, in latitude
41 8, and pussed the island of Tasmania on
July 27th in Iatltude 45 B.; thence she had
ligh* southerly winds and fine weather. Passod the
fnares on August 1st, and thenee experienced strong
N.E. winds up the coast, and made Otago Heads on
the forcnoon of August 4th ; wne detained outside
until the forencon of the 7th, when sho came in as
above, and @struck about the centre of the north
channel, drawing some 19 feot 0 inches of water, her
depth of water on ]onvinﬁll.omlon being 20 feet ; and
it 1s singular to remark that, like the barque Iris, she

ontered the north channel on a smooth sea, and was

afturwards ovorlaken by heavy rollers from seaward, |'
which doubtless eaused her to strike. hhe was boarded '
off I"ulling Point by the Custors officials, and promptly |

cieured in, prior to being brought nlongside the iail-
way Pier, whero she moored at 2.30 p-n.  She ran
down lm: emitlng in the relljl oif 44 B, Iatitude, and
saw neither leo nor wreckage during the passa, d
spoke no vessels bound to the Calonies, il




Missing. Nothing heard since 2 March 1884. Register closed 2 July 1884
See:
http://www.environment.gov.au/cqi-bin/heritage/nsd/nsd_list.pl

Passed Gabo | on 2/3/1884 bound for Cooktown; not seen again;
wreckage believed to be from the wrecked vessel washed ashore at
Cooktown; carrying cargo of railway machinery/materials; Master
Benjamin Williams.

Date wrecked:1884/04/01 Year wrecked:1884 Protected:Protected
Status: From port:Liverpool To port:Cooktown Comments: Location
Where wrecked:off Cooktown ? (GBR/Coral Sea ?) Found:No

Benjamin Williams




fe as he sets out on what was to be his last voyage
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The fullest list of Myers ships & Captains that has been found so far — grateful acknowledgement to Mystic Seaport records and others

Ship

Alcatraz
Alpaca
Cape Clear

Cordillera

Cormorant

Damson Hill
Fiji

Hertfordshire

Nereus

Mayhill

Pizarro

Pizarro
Stanmore
Swanmore
Swordfish
Vancouver
Van Diemen

Warwickshire

'William Lewis — Brother in law of Benjamin Williams

Type
SS

SS
SS

SS

SS

SS
SS

SS

SS

SS

SS

SS
SS
SS
SS
SS
SS

SS

No.
60090

63168

54995

29972

102073

47595

58932

97768

74490

51405

63187

63210

7473

Tonnage
843

431
852

766

1021

2087
1436

855

1068

2027

416

1439
1824
1821
725

1053
1107

679

Maker

Harland &
Wolf
H&W

A Stephens
& Sons
Dundee

H&W
H&W

H&W

Built
05.1868

1859

1869

1866

16.11.1865

24.11.1892

21.09.1875

09.1863

09.1868

04.1890

1853

12.1875

14.08.1886

22.06.1886

1864

06.1869

08.1869

10.1862

Notes

1872
1889

1897

1893

1896

1893
10.08.1895
1857

1873
01.04.1884

06.11.1877

1890/91

Sold (J Hosack)?
Sold

Lost

Sold

Managed by Ismay Imrie & Co
Sold

Bought by Myers

Managed by Ismay Imrie & Co
Wrecked

Bought by Bibby Line

Bought by WJ Myers

Sold (J Robinson)?

Lost off Gabo Is

Grounded Race rocks

Sold?

Captains

H Robinson
1869-73

AJ Noel
1867

AJ Noel
1868-73

J Collister
1867-69

H Robinson
1869
Bingham
1871-74

M Duggan
1869-73

P Graham
1870-75

JLandsborough
1876-79

J Clements
1874-76

Kempe

1871

M Duggan
1868-71
JLandsborough
1870-75

B Williams
1874-75

J Collister
1871-79

B Williams
1875-82

T. Brown
1877-86
AJ Noel
1875-77
P Graham
1876-77
Bruce
1873-75

G Ritchie?
1971-73

J Collister
1877-79

J Shandley
1877-79

J Shandley
1879-82
JHarry
1877-82

Smith
1873-74

J Mc Allister
1876-82
Webster
1882-86

W Lewis’
1882-83

W.L. Bryde
1887

R Thompson
1878-82
JReid
1883-86

F Fox

1874

Jackson
1880-82

J. Brokenshaw
1888-91

T. Brown
1889-93

J Collister
1881-86
J Collister
1883-87
Ditchburn
1881-86

F Fox
1875

Macy
1887

G Metcalf
1888-89
J Lowe®
1882-84
J Hume
1885-90
T. Brown
1895-96
T. Hill
1888-91
JDB Le
Couteur
1887-89

CC Kemp
1876-78

B Williams
1881-84

Graham
1887-88

%G Ritchie — also worked for Ismay Imrie & Co * L Lowe — may also have worked for Ismay Imrie & Co

J Clements
1876-77

J E Higgins
1890

W Vickers

1891

W H Greenhaigh
1892-93

JSA Dick
1890

Worledge
1879-85
JHume
1893-95

E W Nickels
1892-97

W H Greenhaigh
1893-94

JE Higgins
1889-90



There is evidence of Captains overlapping duty on ships and no doubt it was much like modern aircraft crewing: the ship operated more or less full-time, but crews had fairly
extensive breaks and the next voyage might well be in charge of a different ship. There was however clearly some preference for continuity.

Ismay Imrie & Co was to become the White Star Line. The company had a close relationship with Harland & Wolf, who built many of its ships, including Titanic.

The name Cormorant may well refer to WJ Myers Son & Co.’s activity in the guano trade — true guano coming from a species of cormorant. Alpaca, Cordillera & Pizarro no
doubt also celebrated their Latin American connection,

The names Damson Hill, Mayhill and Swanmore have some significance. There is a district of Southampton called Swanmore, where there is a Damson Hill cottage in Mayhill
Lane; there is also a Myers Close there. Itis not yet established that Damson Hill was a Myers residence, but it would look possible. The Myers family was established nearby
at Swanmore Park House, bought and owned by Charles Myers (????-1879), listed as Director of the White Star Line and presumably the son of WJ Myers. Charles Myers is
often referred to as the ‘owner’ of W) Myers & Co’s ships, presumably his father was deceased and Charles the head of the company. (A Charles Myers is shown as owner of
Camp Hill estate Liverpool in 1862). After Charles’ death (he was survived by his wife Henrietta to 1919), Swanmore Park House was owned by his son, William Henry Myers,
alawyer.

http://www.parksandgardens.ac.uk/index2.php?option=com parksandgardens&task=site&id=5073&preview=1&Itemid=

“The Tithe map, 1841, shows two lodges on each approach road and the house and grounds are now 59 acres. By 1868, the grounds have been extended further
and formal pleasure gardens have been created to the north of the house. There was much tree planting in the park. Bettesworth Shearer lost two wives and by
1875 moved away to East Molesey, the estate being bought by Charles Myers, a director of the White Star Shipping Line, Liverpool. He had the house
demolished and brought in Sir Alfred Waterhouse to design a large, neo-Tudor building. He also brought in Edwin Molyneux, whom he had probably known in
Liverpool, to re-design the gardens.

A large walled garden with elaborate glasshouses was built and the whole gardens redesigned. Myers died suddenly in 1879 leaving his estate to his son, William
Henry Myers, who, through Molyneux carried on with the creation of impressive grounds. Due to the skills of Molyneux as a plantsman, in particular in growing
prize chrysanthemums, Swanmore Park gained a reputation for the quality and maturity of its planting and was written about in several garden magazines of the
time, such as the Gardeners' Chronicle, the Journal of Horticulture and Cottage Gardener, Gardening World and Country Life.

A rock garden of pulhamite was created by James Pulham & Sons, with water, many alpines and two bridges and the glasshouses were developed and extensively
used for vines, fruit and exotic plants. There was an orchard, a winter tennis court, a ha-ha, many climbing roses and other plants along a pergola, trees with some
specimens planted in the parkland. The house was covered with colourful climbers and there was two acres of grassland planted with limes, elms and Spanish
chestnut. Thousands of bulbs were planted in the grass. There was an avenue of cupressus and sweet briar hedges. Molyneux moved to be Farm Bailiff around
1898 and Mr G Ellwood became the head gardener. A conifer, Chamaecyparis lawsonia ‘Elwoodii’ originating as a seedling, was named after him.

William Myers died in 1933 after which the gardens never regained their glory. After a succession of owners the estate was divided up and sold off in 1952. The
cottages and land, including the walled garden were divided into lots and sold. The house and part of the gardens were sold to a developer who divided it into a
number of properties.

In 2006 some of the parkland planting is evident and the site of certain features of the gardens can be seen or traced, including the ha-ha, a summerhouse and
steps leading to the pergola. The now overgrown land where the thousands of bulbs had been planted still reveal snowdrops in early spring. The walled garden
has had a house built on the footprint of the glasshouses. The sundial, which maps reveal was moved around the grounds, lies in its centre.”



The barque Van Dleman. 1050 tons, Captain
Bhandley ?um London, made our harbor this
l.fbamnon. but too late for us to obtain ber full
report for this issne. Bbhe is reported to have

Poﬁundnn on the 22nd October, Deal on 27th,

dlu.ndad ilot on 31st. Her passengers are :—
Bteeo illinm Neilson, Helen Nelison,
James eilnnn, William Stewart, Henry Pepper,
John Cunninghaw, Timoth allace, L.
H. Wallace, and Arthur L. Pettie.

Wellington Evening Post 1879
August 1880 — Otago Witness

Outwards
Per Van Diemen, barque, 1107 tons, Shandley, for Liverpool. P Cunningham and Co agents.

Passengers: Saloon -
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Orkney Captain and Mrs
Oakney Miss
Orkney Masters (2)
Second cabin -
Brown Mrs
Brown Misses (2)
Bunn Mr
Ryan Miss
Savage Mrs and 2 children
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