
In 1838 two Franco-Spanish merchants sent William Myers, a successful Liverpool trader with farming interests, 
samples of guano from Peru. The results from these samples persuaded Myers to invest in the guano trade and 
William Joseph Myers Son & Co. were major participants in the guano trade from thereon.  
Below from “Annals of Liverpool” 

 
 
 

 
They also traded in other goods and owned a substantial fleet of ships to support this.  Despite the company’s 
significance then, there is very little information available today.   
A William Joseph Myers is shown in an 1832 Poll List to be living in Aigburth, a riverside area of Liverpool, other 
residents of this area who have links to the Myers are J. Bruce Ismay (Imrie Ismay & Co/White Star Line) and the 
architect Alfred Waterhouse.  At the time of WJ’s death he was living in Lezayre House, Seaforth. 
William Joseph’s son appears to have been Charles Myers.  The following notice from the Legal Gazette: 

 
However this was not the end of the Myers business 

Strakers' annual mercantile, ship & insurance register 1862-1863 
        MYERS. W. J, Son and Co, 35 Exchange Alley North, Liverpool 
        MYERS. W. J, Lancaster buildings, Liverpool 
Green & Co.'s directory for Liverpool and Birkenhead 1870 
        MYERS. W. J, Son and Co, merchants and shipowners, 19 James Street 

 
Quite often in references, Myers’ ships are referred to as belonging to Charles Myers; these references come from 
the 1860s on and Wm. Joseph might well have retired, he died in 1871, leaving Charles as company head.  Charles 
himself  died  in  1879,  but  WJ  Myers  continued  at  least  until  1896.   Charles  was  a  director  of  Ismay  Imrie  &  Co  
(White Star Line) & that company is shown as managing some of Myers’ ships after Charles death, moreover many 
of  the  later  ships  were  built  by  Harland  and  Wolf,  which  was  itself  closely  linked  to  White  Star.   There  was  
probably quite a close relationship between all these companies with directors in common, etc. 
 



Charles was living in Camp Hill estate, Liverpool in 1862, but in 1875 started building Swanmore Park House near 
Southampton to the design of Alfred Waterhouse. 
 
Initial information about Myers ships mainly comes from one source, the family of one of their Captains, Benjamin 
Williams and is therefore not comprehensive.  Benjamin Williams career: 

 
 
 
Myers ships he served on (from Registry of Shipping and Seamen, Public Records Office) 
Swordfish Register No. 51405 

First registered 6 January 1865 
Regd. Tonnage 725.15 
Built at Liverpool 
Original owners: Chas. Myers of Liverpool & James Dugdale of Burnley 
Total loss – stranded in Juan de Fuca straits 6 November 1877, Captain J. Shandley and all hands 
saved.  For a full description see 
http://metchosinmuseum.org/Contentpages/Coastal%20History/shipwrecks.htm 

Cape Clear Register No. 83168 
Regd. Tonnage 852.69 
Built at Seacombe, Cheshire 1869 
Owners: Chas. Myers of Liverpool 
Sold to French subjects 6 November 1889 

Cordillera Register No. 54995 
First registered 27 July 1866 
Regd. Tonnage 766.11 
Built at Seacombe, Cheshire 
Original owners: Chas. Myers of Liverpool 
Lost off Valparaiso 8 November 1897 

Cormorant Register No. 29972 
First registered 16 November 1865 
Regd. Tonnage 1021.31 
Built at Liverpool 
Owners: Included Chas. Myers of Liverpool 
Sold to Norwegian subjects 1893 at 
Hamburg 
 

 Crew of Cormorant - Benjamin Williams centre 



A painting of Cormorant, which used to hang in his home in 
Goodwick, Pembs.  Present ownership unknown. 

 
Cormorant during Benjamin 
Williams captaincy 1875-80, 
location unknown. 

 
Pizarro Register No. 74490 

Regd. Tonnage 
1357.52 
Built Harland & 
Wolff, Belfast 1876 
Owners: Chas Myers 
Liverpool 
  

  



Missing. Nothing heard since 2 March 1884. Register closed 2 July 1884 
See: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/heritage/nsd/nsd_list.pl 
 
Passed Gabo I on 2/3/1884 bound for Cooktown; not seen again; 
wreckage believed to be from the wrecked vessel washed ashore at 
Cooktown; carrying cargo of railway machinery/materials; Master 
Benjamin Williams. 
Date wrecked:1884/04/01 Year wrecked:1884 Protected:Protected  
Status:  From port:Liverpool To port:Cooktown Comments:  Location 
Where wrecked:off Cooktown ? (GBR/Coral Sea ?) Found:No 

Benjamin Williams 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A letter of recommendation for Benjamin Williams from 
Captain Collister, a former Captain of the Cormorant 

 

A letter from Benjamin to his wife as he sets out on what was to be his last voyage 



Below is The fullest list of Myers ships & Captains that has been found so far – grateful acknowledgement to Mystic Seaport records and others 

Ship Type No. Tonnage Maker Built Notes  Captains     

Alcatraz SS 60090 843  05.1868   H Robinson 
!869-73 

Kempe 
1871 

Smith  
1873-74 

F Fox 
1875 

J Clements 
1876-77 

Alpaca SS  431  1859  
1872 

 
Sold (J Hosack)? 

AJ Noel 
1867 

M Duggan 
1868-71 

   

Cape Clear SS 63168 852  1869 1889 Sold  J Landsborough  
1870-75 

   

Cordillera SS 54995 766  1866 1897 Lost AJ Noel  
1868-73 

B Williams  
1874-75 

J Mc Allister 
1876-82 
Webster 
1882-86 

Macy 
1887 
G Metcalf 
1888-89 

J E Higgins 
1890 

Cormorant SS 29972 1021  16.11.1865 1893 Sold J Collister  
1867-69 

J Collister  
1871-79 
B Williams  
1875-82 

W Lewis1 
1882-83 

J Lowe3  
1882-84 
J Hume 
1885-90 

W Vickers 
1891 
W H Greenhaigh 
1892-93 

Damson Hill SS 102073 2087 Harland & 
Wolf 

24.11.1892  
1896 

Managed by Ismay Imrie & Co 
Sold 

   T. Brown  
1895-96 

 

Fiji SS  1436 H & W 21.09.1875    T. Brown  
1877-86 

W.L. Bryde  
1887 

T. Hill  
1888-91 

 

Hertfordshire SS 47595 855  09.1863   H Robinson 
1869 
Bingham 
1871-74 

AJ Noel  
1875-77 
P Graham  
1876-77 

R Thompson 
1878-82 
J Reid 
1883-86 

JDB Le 
Couteur 
1887-89 

JSA Dick 
1890 

Nereus SS 58932 1068  09.1868   M Duggan 
1869-73 

Bruce 
1873-75 

F Fox 
1874 

CC Kemp 
1876-78 

Worledge 
1879-85 

Mayhill SS 97768 2027 A Stephens 
& Sons 
Dundee 

04.1890 1893 
 
10.08.1895 

Bought by Myers 
Managed by Ismay Imrie & Co 
Wrecked 

    J Hume 
1893-95 

Pizarro SS  416  1853  
1857 
1873 

Bought by Bibby Line 
Bought by WJ Myers 
Sold (J Robinson)? 

 G Ritchie2 

1971-73 
   

Pizarro SS 74490 1439 H & W 12.1875 01.04.1884 Lost off Gabo Is  J Collister  
1877-79 

Jackson  
1880-82 

B Williams  
1881-84 

 

Stanmore SS  1824 H & W 14.08.1886     J. Brokenshaw  
1888-91 

 E W Nickels  
1892-97 

Swanmore SS  1821 H & W 22.06.1886     T. Brown  
1889-93 

 W H Greenhaigh 
1893-94 

Swordfish SS 51405 725  1864 06.11.1877 Grounded Race rocks P Graham  
1870-75 

J Shandley  
1877-79 

   

Vancouver SS 63187 1053  06.1869     J Collister 
1881-86 

  

Van Diemen SS 63210 1107  08.1869   J Landsborough  
1876-79 

J Shandley 
1879-82 

J Collister 
1883-87 

  

Warwickshire SS 7473 679  10.1862 1890/91 Sold? J Clements 
1874-76 

J Harry 
1877-82 

Ditchburn 
1881-86 

Graham 
1887-88 

JE Higgins 
1889-90 

1William Lewis – Brother in law of Benjamin Williams 2 G Ritchie – also worked for Ismay Imrie & Co    3 L Lowe – may also have worked for Ismay Imrie & Co 



There is evidence of Captains overlapping duty on ships and no doubt it was much like modern aircraft crewing: the ship operated more or less full-time, but crews had fairly 
extensive breaks and the next voyage might well be in charge of a different ship.  There was however clearly some preference for continuity. 

Ismay Imrie & Co was to become the White Star Line.  The company had a close relationship with Harland & Wolf, who built many of its ships, including Titanic. 

The name Cormorant may well refer to WJ Myers Son & Co.’s activity in the guano trade – true guano coming from a species of cormorant.  Alpaca, Cordillera & Pizarro no 
doubt also celebrated their Latin American connection, 

The names Damson Hill, Mayhill and Swanmore have some significance.  There is a district of Southampton called Swanmore, where there is a Damson Hill cottage in Mayhill 
Lane; there is also a Myers Close there.  It is not yet established that Damson Hill was a Myers residence, but it would look possible.  The Myers family was established nearby 
at Swanmore Park House, bought and owned by Charles Myers (????-1879), listed as Director of the White Star Line and presumably the son of WJ Myers.  Charles Myers is 
often referred to as the ‘owner’ of WJ Myers  & Co’s ships, presumably his father was deceased and Charles the head of the company.  (A Charles Myers is shown as owner of 
Camp Hill estate Liverpool in 1862).  After Charles’ death (he was survived by his wife Henrietta to 1919), Swanmore Park House was owned by his son, William Henry Myers, 
a lawyer.   

http://www.parksandgardens.ac.uk/index2.php?option=com_parksandgardens&task=site&id=5073&preview=1&Itemid= 

“The Tithe map, 1841, shows two lodges on each approach road and the house and grounds are now 59 acres. By 1868, the grounds have been extended further 
and formal pleasure gardens have been created to the north of the house. There was much tree planting in the park. Bettesworth Shearer lost two wives and by 
1875 moved away to East Molesey, the estate being bought by Charles Myers, a director of the White Star Shipping Line, Liverpool. He had the house 
demolished and brought in Sir Alfred Waterhouse to design a large, neo-Tudor building. He also brought in Edwin Molyneux, whom he had probably known in 
Liverpool, to re-design the gardens.  
A large walled garden with elaborate glasshouses was built and the whole gardens redesigned. Myers died suddenly in 1879 leaving his estate to his son, William 
Henry Myers, who, through Molyneux carried on with the creation of impressive grounds. Due to the skills of Molyneux as a plantsman, in particular in growing 
prize chrysanthemums, Swanmore Park gained a reputation for the quality and maturity of its planting and was written about in several garden magazines of the 
time, such as the Gardeners' Chronicle, the Journal of Horticulture and Cottage Gardener, Gardening World and Country Life.  
A rock garden of pulhamite was created by James Pulham & Sons, with water, many alpines and two bridges and the glasshouses were developed and extensively 
used for vines, fruit and exotic plants. There was an orchard, a winter tennis court, a ha-ha, many climbing roses and other plants along a pergola, trees with some 
specimens planted in the parkland. The house was covered with colourful climbers and there was two acres of grassland planted with limes, elms and Spanish 
chestnut. Thousands of bulbs were planted in the grass. There was an avenue of cupressus and sweet briar hedges. Molyneux moved to be Farm Bailiff around 
1898 and Mr G Ellwood became the head gardener. A conifer, Chamaecyparis lawsonia ‘Elwoodii' originating as a seedling, was named after him.  

William Myers died in 1933 after which the gardens never regained their glory. After a succession of owners the estate was divided up and sold off in 1952. The 
cottages and land, including the walled garden were divided into lots and sold. The house and part of the gardens were sold to a developer who divided it into a 
number of properties.  
In 2006 some of the parkland planting is evident and the site of certain features of the gardens can be seen or traced, including the ha-ha, a summerhouse and 
steps leading to the pergola. The now overgrown land where the thousands of bulbs had been planted still reveal snowdrops in early spring. The walled garden 
has had a house built on the footprint of the glasshouses. The sundial, which maps reveal was moved around the grounds, lies in its centre.” 



 

 

Wellington Evening Post 1879 

August 1880 – Otago Witness 

Outwards 
Per Van Diemen, barque, 1107 tons, Shandley, for Liverpool. P Cunningham and Co agents.  

Passengers: Saloon -  
Orkney   Captain and Mrs 
Oakney   Miss 
Orkney   Masters (2) 
 
Second cabin - 
Brown   Mrs 
Brown   Misses (2) 
Bunn   Mr 
Ryan   Miss 
Savage   Mrs and 2 children 

 

 



 

 

 


